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Hoosier Homes and the Housing Resource Hub
Did you know that Lagrange County has a down payment assistance program?!

Hoosier Homes is a tool for repeat and first-time homebuyers in LaGrange County
to receive a down payment assistance grant of up to 5% with their home
mortgage. This quarter 3 buyers were able to utilize the platform seeking down
payment assistance, and we would love to see more of you getting that

assistance.

Additionally, the Housing Resource Hub has made an Individual Development
Account program available. It is a 3:1 matched savings program designed to help
cover costs of wealth-building goals. Some of these goals include buying a home,
buying a car for work and getting job training. Participants can earn up to $6,000
-- $1,500 contributed by applicant, $4,500 contributed by IHCDA -- over a span
of three years. Download the free Club 720 mobile app for more information and
to get started today!

Next Level Jobs Employer Training Grant
The Next Level Jobs Employer Training Grant will be made available for
employers in the coming weeks. This grant is based on order of application
received so it is important for any companies interested in utilizing these funds to
have their information ready for the application as soon as it is made available.
Employer reimbursement amount will be based on actual cost of training and the
type of training provided: up to $5,000/employee for training resulting in post-
secondary credential or nationally recognized industry credential; up to
$3,000/employee for specialty company training; and up to $1,000/High School
student enrolled in a work-based learning program. Additionally, existing
employees must receive a 3% wage increase upon training completion. For more
information please see their website at the below link:

Next Level Jobs
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LaGrange County REMC Awarded OCRA Broadband Grant
LaGrange County REMC has been awarded $1.46 Million dollars by the Indiana
Office of Community and Rural Affairs (OCRA) in the third round of their Next

Level Connections Grant program to aid in bringing broadband to LaGrange
County. Next Level Connections Round 3 awarded $189 million to fund 154
broadband projects, expanding broadband access to 52,900 homes and
businesses. As of last month REMC has finished building out the entire backbone
for the fiberoptic network, which means we are one step closer to fast internet for
everyone! Additional updates on the project can be found at the below link:

Broadband Updates

LaGrange County Community Development

Pumpkinvine Nature Trail Now Open!
The new 2.25 mile Shipshewana expansion of the Pumpkinvine Nature Trail was
officially opened in May, providing a great option for local outdoor recreation and
exercise alike! The trail connects to the MapleHeart Trail and Wilden Avenue Trail
totaling 25 miles all together, linking Shipshewana to Middlebury, Elkhart and
Goshen. Trail maps, information on events, and additional resources are all
available on their website linked below

Friends of the Pumpkinvine

Main Street LaGrange Mural Project
Main Street LaGrange, a local non-profit focused on downtown revitalization, has
been awarded a grant from the Indiana Destination Development Corporation for
a new public art installation in the form of a mural to be painted in downtown
LaGrange. The mural will remain intact for a minimum of 10 years, and will be
completed by October 31, 2022. To stay up to date on the latest and greatest
happenings with Main Street LaGrange, please follow them on Facebook

Main Street LaGrange

LaGrange County Arts
We've got another great new & noteworthy group here in LaGrange County working to make
our County an even better place to live and grow- LaGrange County Arts is a place for the
many skilled artists of LaGrange County, Indiana to come together and CREATE:
(C)elebrate the culture; people who are
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(R)esilient in the face of changing times;
(E)nthusiastic individuals of every age with
(A)rtistic hearts and souls who have
(T)alent to share with us in search of an avenue to
(E)xpress themselves in our communities
They are currently looking for artists to showcase their visual, literary, and performing arts
skills in an art show on July 2nd. Please visit them on Facebook to get involved and learn more!

LaGrange County Arts

New Farmer's Market
Saturday, June 4, 2022 marked the start of the new Farmer's Market in
downtown LaGrange and what a success it's been! Additional details concerning
availability at the market is posted weekly on their Facebook page, linked below.
In collaboration with the Farmer's Market, Fireside is running a breakfast special
each Saturday until 11:30 am. Additionally, Main Street LaGrange is looking for
local talent to perform at the Farmer's Market each Saturday. Anyone interested
in providing entertainment in the courthouse gazebo during Market hours,
Saturdays 9:00-2:00, please call 260-585-0046

LaGrange Farmer's Market

LaGrange County Early Learning Coalition
A new fund at the LaGrange County Community Foundation will support
community efforts to improve access to early learning and childcare in LaGrange
County, focusing on the need for childcare and access to quality care, for infants,
toddlers, and young children. The coalition is focused on improving access to care
and understanding the needs around childcare and early learning opportunities
for parents, providers, and businesses. Desighated donations for the coalition can

be made at the link below-
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